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first and last, as its only task, the conversion of these words into
reality. For that, we entreat your help. For that, we demand your
assistance and we will show ourselves inexorable towards those
who try to evade their duties.

When the reading of this manifesto was finished,
Sefior Besteiro and Col. Casado, representing the National
Council of Defence, made the following speeches to the
whole country:

Don Julian Besteiro*s speech:

"Spanish Citizens: After a long and painful silence I
find myself to-day obliged by my conscience to speak to
you from a Madrid microphone. The time has arrived
to speak the truth, and remove the nets of lies which have
been thrown round you. It is an unavoidable necessity,
a duty to humanity, and it is exacted by the supreme law
of the salvation of the mass of innocent and ordinary
people.

"What is the real truth about present-day life in the
Republic? To some extent, you know it. To some extent,
you suspect it, or have presentiments about it. Perhaps
many of you, at any rate to some extent, are ignorant of it,

"To-day this truth, however bitter it may be, must not
only be recognised, but* loudly proclaimed, to avoid
greater evils, and so that our public behaviour may show
all the self-denial and validity that the circumstances
demand.

"The truth is, citizens, that since the battle of the Ebro